VSM Submission Pack
Roger Douglas has a bill before Parliament that would impose Voluntary Student Membership (VSM) on campuses across New Zealand, devastating your student services and silencing your student voice.  The Government is currently accepting submissions on the proposals.  Submissions close March 31.
Submission writing guide 
On the following page is a template to help you make a submission to the Select Committee (to save you some typing a digital copy is available at www.opsa.org.nz or by e-mailing president@opsa.org.nz). 
You don’t have to be an expert, or even make a long submission. This is input from the public.  Feel free to select which points you agree with from the template, and to add your own. You are welcome to change or modify these points to better suit your opinion.

It's always good to back up your general arguments with specific examples, preferably personal ones, these can make your submission stand out from others and strengthen your case; eg if you’ve used a specific service that’s helped you through your time at OP, tell them about it. 
If you can, back claims up with actual cases or research – very similar legislation has been tried in Australia in the last few years, so there is plenty of actual research and case studies of its effects (available at www.opsa.org.nz/SOV.php or from OPSA office).

Keep in mind the target audience is the Select Committee of MPs.  You are not writing to have a points scoring debate with them - you are writing to convince them not to vote for ACT’s bill. That might be because you believe the bill will be harmful, unnecessary, costly or whatever aspects you think will most convince the members of the Committee to reject or radically change the bill.

Lastly, although you might feel strongly, it’s important to remain polite so your opinion is taken seriously.
Return your submission by Wednesday 31 March, to:
Education and Science Committee

Parliament Buildings

Wellington

The committee requires 2 copies of each submission if made in writing. 

OPSA can help with printing and postage of submissions if necessary.

On-line submissions: Alternatively you can make a submission on-line at www.saveourservices.org.nz or www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/PB/SC/MakeSub
Dear Select Committee,

Students formed students’ associations to represent and serve the academic and social interests of their members.  I support universal membership of students’ associations because it allows associations to provide a host of key services and benefits, and it allows students to democratically choose how their money is allocated to do such.  
Effective advocacy services, student-led welfare services, events like Orientation, student media, representation, support for sports clubs and cultural societies will be seriously compromised at best, or destroyed at worst, by VSM.  This bill will remove substantial student control of student services.

VSM will cost me more in return for less

The Australian experience has shown that VSM generally leads to tertiary institutions’ mandatory costs to students increasing by much more than the compulsory association membership fee was (ie to pay for the services institutions have had to take over).  Also, not only are these services now dearer - but they are less or diminished services.  This clearly makes no financial sense for anyone.
Effective advocacy services will be lost 

Students’ associations provide barrier free access to independent advocacy services for students on institutional matters (such as harassment cases, enrolment issues, accusations of plagiarism, complaints, etc), as well as external matters that impact on student welfare (tenancy advice, International student support, Student Job Search services).  This is an essential service.  Students’ associations are the only groups that can provide a truly independent, student focused advocacy service because:

· Students’ associations are independent of the institution’s management and are free to defend students without fear.  Advocacy staff employed by an institution will always be potentially under the influence of that institution.

· Advocacy needs to be collectively and prepaid funded because no-one would pay until they needed advocacy - but if no-one has paid initially that service won’t exist. 

· Only a student owned and operated service can be truly student focused because its vested interests are the same. 

Association advocacy and similar services are also an important watchdog against institutions and teaching staff abusing their power.

Effective student representation will be lost
I’m happy in the knowledge that most decisions at Otago Polytechnic are looked over by student representatives and a student perspective is taken into account. In fact I think this is essential, but I don’t personally have the time to keep an eye on all the policy changes and decisions, or to research their impact myself. But it is vitally important that students are organised to so, and this would not be possible without an association resourced to do such. 
Reduction of personal responsibility

Students’ associations are essentially students organising to look after themselves. Many services associations run are essential and can not be run on a user-pays basis. VSM will shift these responsibilities onto institutions or government, as has happened in Australia. This is moving responsibility away from the individual towards the state.

I'm worried about the impact on campus life
Events such as Orientation (ie the information and advice as well as the social aspects) are crucial aspects of the tertiary education experience and serve to induct many students into the campus community and onto educational success.
Not only do associations run events and support clubs that make campuses much less dull, but they give out a large amount of advice that makes campus life easier for students (flatting guides, student discount directory, safe-sex handbooks, international student guide to living in NZ, budget advice, etc), especially for those living away from home for the first time.
Sports clubs and cultural societies will be hit hard
Students across the country put many, many hours of their time into building sports clubs and cultural networks which are supported by students' associations. These networks provide enormous benefits to students, help to develop a campus community and connect students to the wider community. These groups mean I can have a go at sports I might never have been able to try, and they offer support for many diverse groups (eg international students).

I want students’ voices to be heard
Students’ Associations play a representative role representation on a range of committees throughout tertiary institutions. Students’ Associations train student representatives to ensure that students' needs will be heard.


Students’ Associations also represent their students at a national level through organisations such as Student Job Search and the New Zealand Union of Students’ Associations. This representation ensures that students' voices are heard and taken seriously on the issues that matter.

Students’ associations also make independent, student focused and student led campus media possible across a range of media. I don't want student magazines to become the same as commercial media.
VSM has been tried and failed
VSM has failed locally and internationally. In New Zealand, the University of Waikato went voluntary but after a few years students voted overwhelmingly to return to universal membership after services were run down or lost.

In Australia, VSM was imposed on all campuses. Headlines like “Uni service costs treble post VSU” (ABC) and “Unis forced to pay as student unions wither” (Sydney Morning Herald) say it all. 
Many students' associations have shut down or become reliant on institutions for funding even after the Government there put $100M in to a “transition fund”. Because institutions have had to step in, student fees have been driven up - hurting the people who thought they would save money under VSM. It also means that some associations have lost many of their independence to scrutinise the University and its teaching staff. 

I do not want New Zealand to needlessly adopt a system where students, institutions and/or Government pay more in return for less.
I feel misled
Before the election National MPs said they would not change the current membership system. As the majority power in Government they should be able to keep their word to me and other students.
VSM is unnecessary anyway
Perhaps most importantly, even if you disregard the problems and issues VSM will create, VSM brings nothing new to students and is therefore unnecessary. 

Individual students can currently opt out of students’ association membership on the basis of a conscientious objection. If this happens, the association will not receive any of their money and they will not be members.


Further, students can currently vote for the kind of membership they want under the existing legislation. Campuses can choose to go voluntary if a majority of students wanted it. 
This sensible compromise was introduced by the last National Government and it should be sustained to make sure students can have the choice to join an effective association, whilst still allowing individuals to opt-out or campuses to choose.
It should be noted that there is no student upsurge against universal membership at any campuses that have it. There are very few people who choose to opt out, and no one has collected a petition to change from universal to voluntary.
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